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ANACT TOAMEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF SEYCHELLES.

ENACTED by the President and the National Assembly.

Short title

1. This Act may be cited as the Constitution of the Republic of
Seychelles (Eleventh Amendment) Act, 2024.



[28" October 2024] Constitution of the Republic of Seychelles 263
(Eleventh Amendment) (No.2)

REPUBLIC OF SEYCHELLES SUPPLEMENT TO OFFICIAL GAZETTE

Commencement

2.(1) Subject to subsection (2), this Act shall come into operation on such
date as the President may by notice in the Gazette appoint.

(2) Different dates may be appointed for the coming into operation of
different provisions of this Act.

Interpretation

3. In this Act, “Constitution” means the Constitution of the Republic
of Seychelles as set out in the Schedule to the Constitution of the Republic
(Third Republic) (Promulgation) Notice, 1993 (S.I. 2 of 1992) made under the
Constitution of the Republic of Seychelles (Preparation and Promulgation)
Act, 1992.

Amendment of article 52

4. Article 52 of the Constitution is amended —

(a) by repealing clause (1) and substituting it with the
following —

“(1) Subject to this article, a person elected as
President shall hold office for a term of five years beginning
with the date that the person elected as President is sworn in
as President and ending when the person next elected
President in accordance with article 51 is sworn in.

(b)  in clause (3) by replacing paragraphs (b) and (c) with the
following new paragraphs —

(b)  “where an election for the office of the President is
held before the date specified in paragraph 4 of
Schedule 3, 14 days after the date of declaration of
the election of President; or

(c)  where the incumbent resigns or is removed from
office under article 54.”
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(c) in clause (4) by inserting immediately after the words
“article 517, the words “or until the expiration of the period
specified in clause (1), as the case may be”.

Repeal of article 52A

5. Article 52A of the Constitution is repealed.

Amendment of article 55

6. Article 55 of the Constitution is repealed and substituted with the
following —

“Vacancy in office of the President

55.(1) Where the office of the President becomes vacant by
reason of the resignation of the President or by reason of the
President ceasing to hold office under article 54 or article 110(3) —

(a) anelection shall be held not later than 3 months
from the date of the occurrence of the vacancy;
and

(b) the Vice-President shall discharge the
functions of the office of the President until 14
days after the election of a person under article
51 to the office of the President.

(2) Theincumbent President shall not be eligible to stand
as a candidate at the election held immediately following the
President’s resignation or removal from office under article 54.

(3)  Where the office of the President becomes vacant by
reason of the death of the President or by reason of the President
ceasing to hold office under article 53, the Vice President shall
assume the office of the President and, unless removed from office
under this Constitution, discharge the office of the President for the
remainder of the term of the President.
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(4) For the purpose of clause (3), a person who would,
but for that person’s death, have been declared elected as President
at the Presidential election and the person designated as the Vice-
President of the first-mentioned person shall be deemed to have
been the President and Vice-President respectively, holding office
immediately before the death of the first-mentioned person and
accordingly, such Vice-President shall assume the office of the
President.

(5) Where the Vice-President discharges the functions of
the President under clause (1), the Vice-President shall not have
powerto —

(a) revokethe appointment of a Minister, or
(b) invokearticle 110.

(6) Where the Vice-President assumes the office of
Presidentunder clause (3) —

(a) the President shall, with the approval of the
National Assembly, appoint a person to be
Vice-President;

(b)  where the Principal Minister is appointed Vice-
President under clause (6)(a), the person who
at the time is Principal Minister shall
immediately cease to be Principal Minister and
the President shall designate a person, who
may be the first mentioned person, for the
approval of the National Assembly as Principal
Minister.

(7)  Where under clauses (3) and (4) the Vice-President
assumes the office of President for a term which exceeds two-thirds
of the term of the President, the Vice-President is only eligible to
serve for one other term as President.
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Amendment of article 56

7.(1) Article 56 of the Constitution is amended —
(a)  byrenumbering the current article as clause (1); and
(b)  byinserting the following new clauses —

(2)  Where the President and the Vice-President are on leave of absence,
absent from Seychelles or unable for any other reasons, except for a reason
specified in article 55, to discharge the functions of the office of President, the
Principal Minister shall discharge those functions until the President or Vice-
President returns from leave of absence or from outside Seychelles and
resumes the functions of the office of President or is able to discharge the
functions of the office of President.

(3) Where the Vice-President discharges the functions of the President
under clauses (1) or (2), the Vice-President shall not have powerto —

(a)  revokethe appointment of'a Minister; or
(b)  invokearticle 110.

(4) Where the Principal Minister discharges the functions of the
President under clauses (1) or (2), the Principal Minister shall not have
powerto —

(a)  revokethe appointment of a Minister;
(b)  invokearticle 110;
(c)  exercise powers under article 60 (power of pardon);

(d)  assenttoBills;or

(e)  appoint or revoke the appointment of a person to any office
or administer any oath to any office.
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Amendment of article 59

8. Article 59 of the Constitution is amended in clause (2), by repealing
the words “within three years of”” and substituting them with the word “upon”.

Amendment of article 66 A

9. Article 66A of the Constitution is amended by repealing clause
(12).

Amendment of articles 75 and 92 and paragraph 1(1) of Schedule

10. Articles 75 and 92 of the Constitution and paragraph 1(1) of the
Schedule 2 to the Constitution are amended by substituting the words
“Designated Minister”, wherever they appear in the articles, with the words
“Principal Minister”

Amendment of article 79

11. Article 79 of the Constitution is amended —

(a)  byrepealing clause (1) and substituting it with the following
new clauses —

“79.(1) Subject to this article, a general election shall
be held at the same time as the election of the President
declared under paragraph 4(5) of schedule 3 to the
Constitution.

(2) Onthe date of the declaration of the election of
members to the National Assembly following a general
election, the Electoral Commission shall declare the date of
the next general election and within 30 days of such
declaration publish a written declaration in the Gazette.

(3) In this article “declared date” means the date
of the general election declared by the Electoral
Commission under clause (2).
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(b)

(©)

(d)

(4) Where the National Assembly is dissolved
under article 110 or 111 more than 3 months before the
declared date, a general election shall be held within 3
months of the date that the National Assembly stands
dissolved.

(5) Where the National Assembly is dissolved
within a period of 3 months of the declared date, the general
election shall be held on the declared date.

(6) Where the term of the session of the National
Assembly expires before the next Presidential election
declared under paragraph 4 (5) of schedule 3 to the
Constitution, the term of the session of the National
Assembly shall not exceed fifty-nine months from the date
of the last general election and a general election shall be
held during the period starting at the beginning of the fifty-
seventh month and ending at the end of the fifty-ninth month
ofasession of the National Assembly.

(7) Where a general election is not held in
accordance with clauses (1), (4), (5), it shall be held during
the period starting at the beginning of the fifty-seventh
month and ending at the end of the fifty-ninth month of a
session of the National Assembly.

(8) Subject to this Constitution, the term of a
session of the National Assembly shall not exceed fifty-nine
months.

by renumbering clauses (2) to (8) as clauses (9) to (15)
respectively;

by repealing the words “clause (1)” in the renumbered
clause (9), and substituting them with the words “clause (1),
(4)or(5).7;

by repealing the words “clause (4)” in the renumbered
clause (10), and substituting them with the words “clause

(an.”
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(e) by repealing the words “clauses (5) or (6)” in the
renumbered clause (14), and substituting them with the
words “clauses (12) or (13)”.

Amendment of article 81

12. Article 81 of the Constitution is amended in clause (1) (a), by
inserting immediately after the words “the Assembly”, the words “or at the
expiry of the session of the National Assembly, as the case may be”.

Amendment of Schedule 3

13. Schedule 3 to the Constitution is amended —

(a) in paragraph 3(1) by repealing the words “subject to article
52A”; and

(b) by repealing paragraph 4 and substituting it with the
following —

“Time of presidential election

4.(1) An election to the office of the President shall be
held —

(a) onthe Saturday in the fifth week prior to the
expiration of the term of the President; or

(b) in the circumstances contemplated in
article 55.

(2) Without prejudice to sub-paragraph (1) or any
other provision of this Constitution, the President shall
continue in office and shall cease to hold office on the date of
the expiry of the President’s 5-year term, or such lesser
period in case the President assumes the office under article
55.

(3) The President-elect, irrespective of whether the
incumbent President or not, shall take oath and assume
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office on the date next following the expiry date referred to
in sub-paragraph (2).

(4) Notwithstanding sub-paragraph (1), the Electoral
Commission may, by notice published in the Gazette at least
30 days prior to the date of the election, order that elections
be held on any one or more days prior to that date for any
category of persons or in any specified part of Seychelles, as
provided for by an Act in accordance with the provisions of
that Act

(5) On the date of the declaration of the President-
elect, the Electoral Commission shall declare the date of the
next Presidential election and within 30 days of such
declaration publish a written declaration in the Gazette.

Date of holding next Presidential Election

4A. The election to the office of the President after the
passing of this Act shall be 27th September 2025.

I certify that this is a correct copy of the Bill which was passed by the
National Assembly on 2™ October, 2024.
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Mrs. Tania Isaac
Clerk to the National Assembly
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